Welcome!

First Congregational Church of Webster Groves
United Church of Christ
Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.
APRIL 3, 2022
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

We respond to God’s call by welcoming everyone
regardless of ability, age, ethnicity, race, gender identity,
sexual orientation or socio-economic background.
To proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ,
we affirm that all may share in the full life, ministry, fellowship,
responsibilities and blessing of our congregation.
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

Order of Worship
An asterisk (*) indicates that worshipers are invited to stand in body or in spirit.
If you would like a personal joy or concern read aloud and you are at home, you may
text 314-858-6710, or fill out a prayer card, found in the pew box.
PRELUDE

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

arr. Robert M. Thompson

TOLLING OF THE BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME
Phil Shoulberg
CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive – Leader; People)
based on Joel 2:16, 27-28, 32
Gather the people. Sanctify the congregation. Assemble the aged. Gather the
children, even the infants.
And I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy. Your young will see visions. Your elders
will dream dreams.
Even upon lowliest of the lowly, upon every one, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy.
Everyone who calls out God’s name will be saved; for on the
mountain and in the city there will be security, as the HOLY ONE
has promised.
*RAISING THE COVENANT (Unison)
Covenant of 1977
We who are called of God into this Christian community covenant
together: to seek to know the will of God, to experience the joy and
struggle of discipleship, to proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ,
and to work for peace and justice among all people. We trust God’s
promise of grace and forgiveness and the presence of the Holy Spirit in
our trials and rejoicing.
*HYMN
She’s Got the Whole World in Her Hands
Spiritual
RITUAL OF APPROACH
Phil Shoulberg
Story
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Surprising God, your Word comes to us sometimes from unexpected
places. The reality of your voice can seem so unlikely that we will either
neglect it or forget it. We have ignored whole classes and kinds of people,
because we imagined they could have nothing helpful to say. But you
identify with all of us across our spectrums of age and color, class and
gender, education and ability, orientation and politics. Forgive us for
having failed to pay attention when you had something to say. Speak
now, for your servants are expectant and waiting. Amen.

Words of Assurance
THE WORD SHARED

2 Kings 22:14-20

Rev. Dave Denoon

Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to
the prophet Huldah, who was the wife of Shallum ben-Tikvah ben-Harhas,
keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the New Quarter.
She said to them, “YHWH God of Israel says: Tell the person who sent
you to me, ‘This is what YHWH says: I am going to bring disaster on this place
and its people, according to everything written in the book the king of Judah
has read. Because they abandoned me and burned incense to other gods and
aroused my anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn
against this place and will not be quenched.’
“Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of YHWH, ‘This is what
YHWH God of Israel says concerning the words you heard: Because your heart
was responsive and you humbled yourself before YHWH when you heard what I
have spoken against this place and its people—that they would become a
curse and be laid waste—and because you tore your robes and wept in my
presence, I also have heard you, declares YHWH. Therefore I will gather you to
your ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the
disaster I am going to bring on this place.”
So they took her answer back to the king.
Response.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE OF THE DAY

Why Not a Woman?

Halley Kim
Pastoral Assistant

HYMN

God of the Women

Carolyn Gillette

God of the women who answered your call,
Trusting your promises, giving their all,
Women like Hagar and Huldah and Ruth
Give us their courage to live in your truth.

God of the women long put to the test,
Left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed,
Quietly asking: “Who smiled at my birth?”
In Jesus’ dying you show us our worth.

God of the women who walked Jesus’ Way,
Giving their resources, learning to pray,
Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more
May we give freely as they did before.

O God of Phoebe and ministers all,
May we be joyful in answering your call.
Give us the strength of your Spirit so near
That we may share in your ministry here.

SACRAMENT OF CHRIST’S TABLE
*We Share Our Joys and Concerns
*Invitation

Rev. Denoon

*Sursum Corda (Responsive)
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God most high.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Sanctus (Unison)
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty. The whole universe speaks of
your glory. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest!
Fraction
Prayer of Our Savior (Unison)
Our Mother in heaven, make your name holy. Send your dominion, and
assert your will; make earth alike with heaven. Provide such bread for
today, so that we do not worry about tomorrow. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. Keep us from things that would keep us
from you, but deliver us from the evil one. For dominion and power and
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Consecration and Communion
Please approach the bread and cup from the diagonal aisle nearest your seat.
Bread is gluten free; grape juice is red, wine is white. Bread will be handed to you
by a gloved attendant. Please, either drink the cup when you receive it (placing the
empty cup in the tray), or return to your seat with it (placing the empty cup in the
circle provided in the pew rack nearest you).
Communion Music
*Prayer after Communion
In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people,
we give ourselves to you. Take us from this time to live as people changed
because we have shared the Living Bread, the Saving Cup, and cannot
remain the same. Ask much of us, enable much by us, encourage many
through us. Thus, holy One, may we live to your glory, both as
inhabitants of earth and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen.
OPPORTUNITIES ARISING
*HYMN

Phil Shoulberg

The Love of God in Jesus
Christopher Grundy
You know the love of God in Jesus will go on.
It don’t matter what they throw at you or how far you’re gone.
Every time we eat together, pray, and sing this song,
You know the love of God in Jesus will go on.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Halley Kim
Aus Tiefer Not Lasst Uns Zu Gott

Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau

During the Postlude, we encourage you to greet those around you safely,
or to remain at your seat to enjoy the music until it has ended.
In the spirit of diversity, please be attentive to the possibility
that one who is seated may be meditating.
When you are ready, please enjoy refreshments in Memorial Hall.
~~~~~~

Sunday worship each week is shared in person for those who wish to attendand streamed live on
YouTube, starting at 10:00 am (bit.ly/FCCWG-YT).
Electronic Device Users
If you wish to access our wi-fi, our network connections are: fccwg1, fccwg2 or fccwg3.
The password for each is firstchurch.
Finding Your Way at First Church
The Nursery: The Nursery is located through the double doors at the end of the Narthex (foyer),
turn left. Nursery/Toddler Room is on your right.
Restrooms: Family restrooms are located to the right of the Narthex (foyer) as you go to the library
(look for the blue library banner) and to the left of the Narthex just before the doubledoors.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We Hold in Our Prayers
Our residents in assisted living and skilled care – Sharon Beal, Joyce Berger, Paul Davis,
Margery Gable, Shirley Moore
All people who are living with dementia, their families, and their caregivers
People we love who are living with cancer – Margaret Gustafson
Leo Gomez
All those the world regards as disabled – especially David & Becky Scott
People with mental illnesses, as well as the people who love and care for them
Peace with justice
Lenten Enrichment Session, this Wednesday, March 23 at 7:00pm on Zoom
(go to bit.ly/FCCWG-Lent)
Join us each Sunday morning and Wednesday evening, as we are reintroduced to important
biblical women – Huldah (Today and April 6, Halley Kim). Sermons on Mary of Nazareth and
Mary of Magdala also will be featured on Palm Sunday and Easter, respectively, but without
enrichment sessions.
Maundy Thursday worship, on April 14 at 7:00pm, and Good Friday Blues, on April 15 at 7,
will also present perspectives of and about biblical women – the ten who were likely at the Last
Supper table (Thursday) and others who suffered similar fates to that of Jesus (Friday).

Easter Flowers
To sponsor an Easter Flower, grab a form off the table in the Narthex and leave it in Debbie’s or
reserve one online at: https://tinyurl.com/fccwg-easter

Coffee Cakes for Easter
On Easter Sunday, April 17th, please bring coffee cakes to share during coffee hour. Lady Elect requests
that the cakes are pre-plated and ready-to-serve. We hope to see you as we bring back this popular
tradition!
Annual Reports
Please submit your annual reports to Debbie in the office by April 8. She will accept MS Word, Pages or
pdf files. admin@firstchurchwg.org
Free Piano Recital by Ryan Fogg – TODAY at 3:00 pm
Prepare to have your spirits lifted by a free to all piano recital by Ryan Fogg. The playing of pianist Ryan
Fogg has been described as “brilliant, with a high level of polish, impressive technical command, musical
understanding and sensitivity.” As an artist, he strives to convey the musical line with clarity while
capturing the coloristic sonority of the instrument. Audiences agree that his balanced and varied
programming is quite effective in combining the standard masterpieces of the repertoire with less
frequently heard but equally deserving works.
Originally from Houston, Texas, Dr. Fogg holds degrees in piano performance from The University of
Texas at Austin, The University of Houston, and East Texas Baptist University. His major teachers
include Gregory Allen, Danielle Martin, Robert Brownlee, and Randall Sulton. He pursued additional
studies at the Aspen Music Festival with Gabriel Chodos and the Adamant Music School with Deirdre
O’Donohue, and he has performed in masterclasses for pianists Horacio Gutierrez, Angela Cheng, Ann
Saslov, Baruch Meir, and Menahem Pressler. He currently holds the position of Professor of Music and
Director of Keyboard Studies at Carson-Newman University in Jefferson City, Tennessee, where he
teaches a wide range of courses.
Update from Community Support Group on Refugee Family
We first were assigned a family of 10 from Afghanistan and had just begun our journey with them when
it was discovered that they already had a community support group from another organization. The
International Institute of St. Louis then reassigned us another family, this time from Eritrea. The family
includes a single woman and her 6-year-old twins. Although they have been in the US since September
circumstances have made it difficult for her to learn English and gain employment, though she did work
as a beautician in Eritrea. The children both attend school.
Because she is not yet gainfully employed the community support group is working with her social
worker from the International Institute to expedite that process with other cooperating agencies in St.
Louis and is seeking as many sources of income as she is entitled to receive. The goal of the
International Institute is to promote independence of the refugees, so we always keep that in our minds.
We are given 3 months to help a family achieve that independence. A tall order!
Feel free to contact us if you want to know more or if you would like to participate in the future with
another family. The Community Support team includes Laura Cooper, Joan Musbach, Annie Sampath,
Pat Doyle-Grace, Kay Roush, and Marilyn and Dan Claggett
How to Donate to First Congregational Church
You may leave a donation in the offering plate in the Narthex. Send a check made payable
to FCCWG at:
First Congregational Church
10 W. Lockwood Ave. | Webster Groves, MO 63119
visit http://firstchurchwg.org/donate to make an electronic contribution
or scan the QR code

What’s Going on at First Church
Sunday, April 3
9:00 AM Brown Baggers
9:45 AM Nursery Care Available
10:00 AM All Ages Worship
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship
3:00 PM Ryan Fogg Recital

Wednesday, April 6
NO YOGA
6:00 PM Bridge Club - Inglis Room
7:00 PM Lenten Enrichment: “Huldah” (go to bit.ly/FCCWG-Lent)

Monday, April 4
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301B – Memorial Hall

Thursday, April 7
6:00 PM Canterbury Bells Practice
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301G – Parlor
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Practice

Tuesday, April 5
Election Day
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Communications Team - Church
Office

Palm / Passion Sunday, April 10 – Worship at 10:00 am

Women of the Bible, Part 6 – “Mary of Nazareth, Mother of Salvation”

Maundy Thursday, April 14– Worship at 10:00 am
Communion and Chancel Drama – “Women at the Table”

Good Friday Blues, April 15 – Worship at 7:00 pm
“Women at the Cross”

Easter Egg Hunt, April 16

Indoors – Public Invited – 10:00 am

Easter – Festival of the Resurrection, April 17 – 10:00 am

Women of the Bible, Part 7 – “Mary Magdanene and the Importance of Believing (Her)”

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org

Contact Information
Moderator – Joan Musbach
JWMusbach@gmail.com
Pastor – Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org
Pastoral Assistant – Halley Kim
Halley.Kim@FirstChurchWG.org
Office Administrator – Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org
Director of Music & Organist – Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org
Facilities Manager – Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org
Custodian – Darrell Lakies
Assistant Custodian – Gus McLean
Director of Ministry of Imagination, Creativity
and the Arts (MICA) – Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com
Chaplain, Stillpoint Campus Ministry
Webster University – Rev. Dr. Laurel Hayes
laurel.hayes@sbcglobal.net
Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.
Follow us on
Facebook
www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/
Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/firstchurchwg/
YouTube
http://bit.ly/FCCWG-YT

