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In the year that Noah turned 601, in the first month, on the
first day of the month, the waters were dried up from the
earth… In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day
of the month, the earth was dry… Yhwh said, “I will never
again curse the earth because of humankind.” (Genesis 9:13,
14, 21)

The world as we’re living it leaves us in a quandary.
I know, I’m not telling you anything about which you were not aware. The novel
coronavirus, the political maelstrom in which we find ourselves, this moment in history
which bears a powerful resemblance to so many other moments in world and American
history, all these and more have set us all adrift without a reliable wind or rudder.
We are isolated, uncertain, and in what feels like constant peril. Life’s most
persistent quality, of course, has always been its unpredictability. If there is one thing that
we have unfailingly sought to do, it is to add some semblance of reliability to our day-to-day
living, to our income, to our holdings and investments (both economic and spiritual). But,
no matter how affluent we may be, there is nothing about this season of our world’s life
offering us security.
As we search for a new person to lead our educational ministries, it occurs to
me that our Sunday School and other programs for children and youth are designed to
develop in them the spiritual skills they will need in order to survive times like these.
Other generations have faced economic crises, wars, and famines. My own generation
were children during the Cold War; we came of age imagining that new or developing
societal structures would assure the rights of all people to self-determination and dignity.
Furthermore, we were told that life’s evolution is one that leads to greater and greater order,
surer and surer freedom. There is little I do in my adulthood that isn’t colored by these
presumptions of liberty and justice. So, nowadays when it becomes clear that we haven’t
made as much progress as my child-self was told we would, the disorder of this time is
disorienting.
I’m reminded of Noah and his family on the flooded earth for a year (Genesis
8-9), of Jonah singing in the belly of a great fish. I remember stories of Jesus, wakened
from sleeping during a high gale and stilling the storm (Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41;
Luke 8:22-25); walking upon the water to join his disciples in a boat (Matthew 14:22-27;
Mark 6:45-50; John 6:16-21); and a crowd of people commandeering unsuspecting fishing
vessels in order to catch up to him (John 6:22-24). Our baptisms hail all those images of
perseverance and faith, and God’s reassurance that we need not fear..
“You cannot enter God’s realm unless you are born of water and the Spirit,” Jesus
told Nicodemus (John 3:5). And so we are.
Peace
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WORSHIP NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
by Pastor Dave Denoon
This schedule is subject to change, as need may arise.
Worship services are available for streaming on our YouTube channel (www.bit.ly/FCCWG-YT), and
Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/FirstChurchWG), beginning on Saturday afternoons.
The worship video is streamed on Sundays at 10:00 am on Zoom, so
members and friends can watch it together. A brief sermon discussion follows.
Virtual Coffee Fellowship on Zoom begins at 11:00 am.
To participate with Zoom,
Zoom install the Zoom app on your favorite internet-connected device,
then go to http://bit.ly/JehovahJava using a web browser (Be sure to capitalize the Js!).
Or open the Zoom app on your favorite device and enter the enter Meeting ID 975 1194 9295
Or call 1 312 626 6799, and enter Meeting ID 975 1194 9295.
You will arrive in a “waiting room” when you log on. A member of the staff will admit you.
Sunday, September 6 10:00 am — Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost; Labor Day Weekend; Virtual Communion
(11:00 am). Scriptures: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Matthew 18:15-20. The early Christian movement was, and
(frankly) continues to be, baffling with its repeated injunction to “love your enemies” and “pray for
those who persecute you.” In this last installment of his series on Compassion, Pastor Dave Denoon
wrestles with this puzzling command, which is so important not only for our practice of compassion
but for any hope of overcoming the tribalism and terror of our present day. Message of the Day:
“Compassion and COVID: No, Seriously: Love Your Enemies”
		
Create a place-setting for yourself of bread and wine, juice, or water, to partake with others in
our “virtual communion,” at 11:00am.
Sunday, September 13, 10:00 am — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21; Matthew
18:21-35. How shall we forgive? Couples, siblings, friends, communities, and entire societies cannot
hope for peace or mutuality without it. But can forgiveness come too late? Message of the Day: “Truth
and Reconciliation”
Pastor Dave Denoon will be on medical leave, from September 14 through October 18,
returning to the office on October 19. Here is the schedule of preachers during his absence:
September 20 – Student Minister Merrimon Boyd
September 27 – The Rev. Susan Leary
October 4, World Communion Sunday – The Rev. Janice Edwards Barnes
October 11 – “Journey through Creation: Earth, Art, and Faith… Alive!” a special program designed by our
Calvin Vital Worship Grant Team, with Storyteller Valerie Tutson and Ecologist Jean Ponzi
October 18 – The Rev. Cliff Aerie
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MODERATOR’S CORNER SEPTEMBER 2020
As schools start and we slide into the Fall season we find ourselves still dealing with the uncertainty of a pandemic and
ongoing need to be a strong church for both the congregation and the community. Although there is still no timeline
for the establishment of a new normal, many people at First Congregational Church have been hard at work to meet
the challenges that we are confronting. The Three Ministries reconvened in August and held their first meeting since
the start of the pandemic, five months ago. Church work has continued during this time and all of the meetings have
been conducted by Zoom.
The Restart Committee has been monitoring the COVID-19 numbers in St. Louis County and St. Louis City in order
to make informed decisions on how to proceed with church activities. Because of a spike in the numbers the past few
weeks, the County has tightened their requirements and restrictions. As you are probably aware, the church, with a
few exceptions, has not reopened for services or activities. The committee has worked to develop a safe protocol to
allow for the recording of online services and to the use of Memorial Hall for the November elections. Requests for
use by individuals or groups presenting a tight COVID-19 protocol will still be considered.
On August 23 the church services made a smooth transition from a Zoom presentation to a pre-recorded production
available on YouTube and Facebook. This production allows the entire service to be produced in the sanctuary from
beginning to end. This method demands much less time for production and has the familiarity of a normal church
service in the sanctuary. A great thanks goes out to all those involved with the making such a meaningful production.
Viewing is available any time after 3:00 pm on Saturday afternoon. Fellowship will still be conducted as a Zoom
meeting at 11:00. In addition, a 3:00 pm Wednesday afternoon Prayer gathering is being offered by Pastor Denoon
and Student Minister Elston McCowan via Zoom. For more information about gaining access to the all of these
services, please go to the church website. http://FirstChurchWG.org
Another major initiative currently being undertaken by the Three Ministries and the Executive Ministry is the
development of a new job description for a Pastoral Assistant to revitalize and lead Christian Education for children
and youth as well as assist in pastoral care and worship services. This will be a full time position designed to meet
the changing needs of our church. A detailed plan was developed last year that called for the creation of several part
time positions to meet the needs of Christian Education. Job descriptions were created and advertised, and then the
pandemic hit. There was no interest in the jobs as stated and the nature of our needs changed. This new initiative
is designed to attract a creative applicant who can bring a variety of attributes to First Church. This process has just
started but is going to move quickly.
Meanwhile, please stay healthy and active. Do your best to stay connected to your church community and reach out
to each other for support. There is much that can be done, so please agree to help when asked and continue with your
financial support. Although each day brings new challenges and directions, I am confident that we can turn them into
opportunities to be a stronger church.
Together in Christ,
Mark Edwards
Moderator
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Statement of Financial Activities

2020
Income
Pledges and Gifts
Transfer from Endowment
Benevolence
Use of Space and Miscellaneous
Interest Income
Total Revenue
Expenses
Human Resources Expense
Facilities and Finance Expense
Benevolence Expense
Christian Education Ministry Expense
Parish Life Ministry Expense
Executive Ministry Expense
Total Expenses
Net Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

2019

Budget

$

194,661 $
60,000
23,874
17,948
9,309
305,792

202,838 $
60,000
22,953
35,702
11,303
332,797

175,000
91,000
7,500
30,308
6,700
310,508

$
$
$
$
$
$

209,028
70,987
31,749
1,318
1,570
10
314,663
(8,871)

205,973
70,844
30,341
1,335
4,541
2,127
315,160
17,636

212,765
77,900
16,000
2,050
5,600
3,600
317,915
(7,408)

$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Change to
Prior Year

Change to
Budget

Higher/(Lower) Income
$
(8,177) $
19,661
(31,000)
921
16,374
(17,754)
(12,359)
(1,995)
2,609
(27,005)
(4,716)
(Higher)/Lower Expense
(3,056)
3,737
(143)
6,913
(1,408)
(15,749)
17
732
2,971
4,030
2,117
3,590
497
3,252
$ (26,508) $
(1,464)

Statement of Financial Position
Cash and cash equivalents
Prepaid expenses
Pledges receivable
Property and equipment
Minister housing long term receivable
Total Assets
Accounts payable and accrued expenses

2020
2019
$ 216,102 $ 189,582
1,500
151,273
129,791
30,656
32,246
60,000
242,417
$ 459,531 $ 594,036
$

Long term liabilities

12,334 $
122,300

Variance
$
26,520
$
1,500
$
21,482
(1,590)
(182,417)
$ (134,505)

15,137 $
(2,803)
242,502
(120,202)

Designated funds for:

15,777
7,554
17,609
14,498

Community Infrastructure *
Environment
Music, Arts and Worship
Youth and Education

14,888
10,312
9,637
12,957

889
(2,759)
7,972
1,541

Restricted funds for:
Churchyard
Building Maintenance
Memorial Funds
Temporarily restricted funds for pledges
Unrestricted Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$

33,760
66,251
83,674
151,273
(65,499)
459,531 $

31,093
2,667
68,889
(2,638)
74,609
9,065
129,791
21,482
(15,780)
(49,720)
594,036 $ (134,505)

* Community infrastructure is defined as facilities, programs, and social networks that aims to improve people's
quality of life .
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The charts on the previous page are the church operating results for the six months ending June 30.
Items to note regarding operating income:
1. Pledges and Gifts income is lower than prior year to date
2. With the church building being closed, the use of church income is down approximately $18,000 compared to
last year
Items to note regarding the balance sheet:
1. Cash and short term investments on hand were:
a. June 2020 - $216,102
b. June 2019 - $189,582
2. Included in cash and short term investments are the funds from a loan provided by the Paycheck Protection
Program of the CARES Act. The $62,300 loan has a two year term with 1% interest, with no penalty for early
prepayment. The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP loan) was created to provide loans to help organizations
keep their workforce employed during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. The PPP loan has the potential
for a portion of the loan to be forgiven if the funds were used for payroll, benefits, rent and utilities. We are
currently gathering information for the forgiveness application.
If you have any other questions or want further detail, please let me know.
Thanks
Jennifer Jones
Treasurer

FROM THE ORGANIST’S BENCH
When making music is your ministry what do you do when you can’t
make music? During the summer season I was fortunate to participate in
several small ensemble “front yard” concerts with members of the St. Louis
Symphony to the delight of the neighborhood (properly socially distanced,
of course). I sang in some and conducted for others. You may have heard
of them on NPR (St Louis On the Air) or read about them in the New York
Times. I came to realize how much musicians at that level need to keep
performing and practicing in order to maintain the finely tuned skills that
playing in a major American orchestra demands.
That brings me back to First Church! I have been researching ways to bring
back ensemble music in a safe way to our Sunday services. I have been
checking out what other congregations and their ensembles are doing. I am already planning for the Hanging of the
Greens. Someday the pandemic will pass and once again ensemble music-making will be a part of our regular services
as we gather again in the sanctuary. I miss it and I know you do too! Let us hope it becomes safe for our choir and
handbells to gather again soon.
Stay kind and compassionate as we continue to navigate these unprecedented times.
Leon Burke

Journey through Creation
Earth, Art, and Faith… Alive!

The Ministry of Imagination, Creativity and the Arts (MICA)

Our Story as Earth’s Story

September 26, 7:00 PM CDT
Celebrating the Autumnal Equinox
(webinar link to be announced)
Creative things are happening at First Church in spite
of the pandemic. We have received a generous grant
to explore our roles as stewards of Creation. We’ll
blend, art, science, jazz and theological reflection into
a unique four-part series beginning with affirming
the blessing and wonder of God’s Creation. You
are invited to attend our first webinar—a virtual
gathering of folks from north,
south, east and west. Join us
on a creative journey as we
explore the blessings of this
world given to us in trust by
our Creator.
Wild blessings!
Cliff

Looking ahead . . .

Our four-phase program will emphasize the following
themes:
• Exploring the blessings and wonder of God’s
Creation.
• Discovering our role as co-creators with the
Creator.
• Pursuing ecological justice for the earth and its
inhabitants.
• Celebrating our Journey Together as God’s
Children.

Our guest presenters include:
Valerie Tutson is an
international storyteller
who spins yarns from world
cultures, Black traditions, and
sacred scriptures. Her engaging
stories touch the hearts and
imaginations of children and
adults at regional and national
events in ecumenical and
interfaith settings.
Jean Ponzi is an ecological
advocate blending teaching,
sustainability coaching, writing,
public speaking and storytelling
with outbursts of song. “Green
Jean’s” weekly podcast,
Earthworms on KDHX St. Louis,
offers creative ways to live well,
sustainably, with our fellow
Earth relations.

“In every outthrust headland, in every curve of
beach, in every grain of sand there is the story of
Earth.” ~ Rachel Carson

This program is a ministry of the First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC, and is made possible through a Vital Worship
Grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, with funds provided by Lilly Endowment Inc.
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LADY ELECT TO KICK OFF 2020-2021 PROGRAM YEAR
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 6:00 PM
BLACKBURN PARK PAVILLION
We had such a good time at our June meeting, we are going to do it again! Bring your own dinner and drink. We will
practice social distancing and wear masks.
There are plenty of picnic tables so it is not necessary to bring a folding chair unless you want something more
comfortable to sit in.
We will finalize our program year and Judy will collect the voluntary dues.
Thank you and see you then! If you would like more information, please feel free to contact Laura Cooper, Judy
Borutta or Jacquie Bryant.

Jim Bennett 2nd
Laura Cooper 3rd
Bob Moody 4th
Bob Borutta 5th
Doug Miller 6th
Jeff McCoy 7th
Megan Christy 13th
Nancy Rudolph 13th
Chip Isringhaus 14th
Annie Warner 16th
James Jaeger 18th
Sarah McHugh 18th

Mark Cereghino 20th
Debbie Tolstoi 20th
Elaine Coe 22nd
Jane Porchey 24th
BJ Kaul 25th
Philip Roush 25th
Kedra Tolson 26th
Janice Aerie 28th
Jennifer Gomez 28th
Lynn Hoganson 28th
Beatrice Byrne 29th
Herb Niemeyer 30th
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DID YOU KNOW…
FRED KAUL, MODERATOR 2006 - 2009
At a Special Congregational Meeting on September 14, 2008 Moderator Fred Kaul
called the meeting to order. A motion was made that the Congregational Church of
Webster Groves become an Open an Affirming Church. Much earlier this issue had been
addressed during Paul Wentzien’s years as Moderator 1994-97. Rev. Devenish had sought
direction from church members on performing same-sex unions. This resulted in the
church adopting the same policy for these unions as for marriages. To move further into
this issue it took several years and three Moderators. During the Moderator years of Jane
Porchey, Earl Rinne, and Nancy Rudolph issues relating to gays, lesbians and our church
were addressed from the pulpit and in adult education sessions many times. Then in
November 2007 the Executive Ministry passed a motion to start the process that led to a
vote for our church to become an ONA church. Several draft statements were circulated.
Comments were collected. Discussions were held. A survey was taken asking members if they were ready for a vote.
Consensus was to move forward. So Moderator Fred Kaul called a Special Congregational Meeting and members

voted to become an ONA church. The first same-sex wedding ceremony in our sanctuary happened in June 2015 when
Darryl White and Michael Lenard were united in holy matrimony.
Kay Roush, Historian

HOW TO GIVE TO FIRST CHURCH
WHILE WE’RE APART

If you are accustomed to putting an offering in the plate on Sunday mornings, you’re kind of stuck right now. Believe it
or not, even at this time, the church’s expenses continue, and keeping current with your pledge is possible.
Either send a check made out to “FCCWG” and mail to:
First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
10 W. Lockwood Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119
or visit the “DONATE” page of our website, to make an electronic contribution.
On the other hand, if you have been laid off or you’re business cannot operate during the “shelter in place” order (or if
you just need to decrease your pledge), you can adjust the amount you have committed by contacting Treasurer Jenny
Jones. She will make a confidential record of your adjustment, no questions asked.
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WORSHIP ONLINE WITH
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF WEBSTER GROVES

The complete service is prerecorded and offered for streaming from our Facebook Page and
YouTube Channel, Saturday afternoon, for members and friends to watch at their leisure.
The Saturday Announcement email and Facebook and YouTube descriptions include a link
to a PDF transcript of the service, so that worshipers may follow along at home.
Mailed transcripts will be distributed the week after worship, by request (If you already
receive worship transcripts by mail, you will continue to receive them.).

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS FALL

Pastor Dave Denoon is working with other clergy and faith formation leaders across the Missouri Mid-South
Conference on a new online curriculum that should be available for streaming, September 13. Local churches from
across our state are combining their skills, energy, and inspiration, to create a series of weekly videos for use by any
church or family needing them.
Please watch your weekly eNews on September 9, for full information about this exciting, collaborative, educational
opportunity!
After worship on Sundays, enjoy Virtual Coffee Fellowship with your
spiritual siblings by meeting them in a Zoom meeting, every Sunday
at 11:00AM. Either stay connected after the Worship Watch Party, or
join us at 11 by connecting
with our Zoom Link
or
your Zoom app
Meeting ID: 975 1194 9295
or
call 312-626-6799 (audio only)
Meeting ID: 975 1194 9295

ONLINE WEEKLY PRAYER GATHERINGS
WEDNESDAYS AT 3PM
Prayer Gatherings on Wednesday afternoons will take place at 3:00PM on Zoom (at bit.ly/JehovahJava). Student
Minister Elston McCowan and Pastor Dave Denoon invite church members and friends to meet them with their joys
and concerns to be shared in the moment and with the Congregation in the coming Sunday’s Worship. During the
pastor’s medical leave (September 14 - October 18), Elston will host these himself with special guests.
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Pray on your own 20 minutes each day and meet one-on-one with a spiritual companion one hour each week for four
consecutive weeks. Starts September 13. All meetings will be virtual (Zoom or phone if you prefer). Weekly meeting
times set around your schedule. This is an individually directed retreat tailored to your own deep desires. Committed
couples also have the option to participate as a couple. The spiritual companions are not members of our church
nor can companion anyone they know. All adults are welcome regardless of denomination or affiliation. For more
information, contact Clarence Heller at clarenceheller@gmail.com.

WORLD RELIGIONS SERIES – WITH PROF. DAVID OUGHTON
MONDAYS AT 7:00 PM
STARTING SEPTEMBER 7
This series on Zoom is a free, non-credit opportunity for anyone interested in learning about the history, beliefs, and
practices of the major religions of the world. It will be led by Dr. David Oughton, President of the Board of Interfaith
Partnership of Greater St. Louis and retired professor of the world’s religions at Saint Louis University.
This 15-part series will be held on Monday evenings, beginning at 7 p.m. Central Time (for 60 to 90 minutes), starting
on September 7 and ending on December 14. Topics covered: Questions Religions Try to Answer; Similarities and
Differences; Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism (one session), Jain and Shinto and Zoroastrianism
(one session), Islam (two sessions), Baha’i, Judaism (two sessions), Jewish-Christian Relations since the Holocaust,
Christianity (two sessions). To register, go to https://tinyurl.com/y2gcj8da or contact admin@interfaithstl.org.
Those who participate in any or all of the sessions are encouraged to make a donation to Interfaith Partnership
through the IP web site www.interfaithstl.org or by sending a check to the IP office at 9450 Clayton Road, St. Louis, MO
63124.
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“MULTI-FAITH PERSPECTIVES ON REPENTANCE
AND REDEMPTION”

We are excited to partner with the Mirowitz Center on this upcoming program!
“Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), is a time for reflection, introspection, and
repentance for Jewish people. However, the concepts of repentance and redemption are common across many faith
traditions. In the spirit of the season, the Mirowitz Center and the Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis present
an interfaith discussion, “Interfaith Panel on Multi-faith Perspectives on Repentance and Redemption” on Tuesday,
September 8, at 2:00 PM via Zoom or telephone call. Learn more about the meaning of repentance and redemption
and how these concepts are understood and applied in various religious traditions, and discover what these concepts
mean for living more deeply, regardless of an individual’s religious background.”
To register call 314-733-9813 or email skemppainen@mirowitzcenter.org.

INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP BOOK CLUB
THURSDAYS AT 7:30 PM

We’re gathering for transformation! Come together to learn and grow during this seasonal book club. There’s still time
to register for the first gathering on Thursday, September 3.
Oct. 1: The Power of Ritual: Turning Everyday Activities into Soulful Practices by Casper Ter Kuile
Nov. 5: Healing Resistance: A Radically Different Response to Harm by Kazu Haga
Dec. 3: Fields of Praise: New and Selected Poems by Marilyn Nelson

Click her to register!

A NOTE FROM YOUR RESTART COMMITTEE

We have heard from a number of you that you are eager to be back in the Sanctuary. We share your wishes. With the
holiday season approaching, we look forward to reopening as soon as possible after Pastor Dave’s return from medical
leave (target: October 25).
We are employing the best available science regarding the coronavirus pandemic to reopen as soon as we can in a
manner that minimizes the risk of this dangerous virus to our congregants and other people who use our church.
However, we know that doesn’t really help the feeling of wanting to be in that worshipful space with those you long to
congregate with.
We are following the trends of the virus, St. Louis County regulations, the Webster Groves School District guidelines,
and a set of science-based reopening criteria. We plan to begin the process of reopening when the rate of new
infections and local restrictions permit. Notably, we are likely to reopen in phases, starting with the safest activities
and proceeding sequentially through ones with greater risks.
In the meantime, we are constructing well-considered procedures for maximizing safety when we do reopen,
restructuring First Friend Teams to supervise these procedures, and determining some of the ongoing needs as we
transition toward a reopened church. We’ll keep you posted.

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org

Contact Information
Moderator
Mark Edwards
marke@wustl.edu
Pastor
Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org
Office Administrator
Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org
Director of Music & Organist
Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org
Facilities Manager
Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org
Custodian
Darrell Lakies
Assistant Custodian
Gus McLean
Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, LCSW, HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net
Director of MICA
Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Student Minister
Merrimon Boyd
Student Minister
Elston McCowan

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.
MISSING SOMEONE?
Have you been missing someone for a while from worship and other
church events? Please, let Pastor Dave Denoon or Parish Life Chair, Joan
Musbach know. Either will be happy to follow up for you.

FOLLOW US ON
Facebook
www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/
SoundCloud
www.soundcloud.com/firstchurchwg
YouTube
http://bit.ly/FCCWG-YT

