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FEBRUARY 2020FEBRUARY 2020 FROM THE PASTOR 

“Mardi Gras Again”
The disciples of John came to [Jesus], saying, “Why do we and 
the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus 
said to them, “The wedding guests cannot mourn as long as the 
bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.” 
(Matthew 9:14-15)

Almost at the end of the month of February, on Ash Wednesday, the 26th, we will 
commence our passage through Lent. This has the potential to be a wonderful time of 
reflection and renewed focus, for us as individuals and as a community, as we do things a 
bit differently, this year. 

For now, however, it’s Mardi Gras, and this February’s Sundays make that clear! Some 
of our music each week will be drawn from African American traditions, this being Black 
History Month. The Scouts from Troop 301 will celebrate with us, one week. We’ll feast 
on chocolate confections, another. 

And one Sunday concentrates on Seminary and Church Vocations. We currently have 
four seminarians in our membership. Two of them are Contextual Education students 
(Tracey Harris and Merrimon Boyd), and two are in their first year of study (Joyce & 
Elston McCowan). Two of our church members are also Members in Discernment 
towards ordination (Tracey, with recent graduate Erick Falconer), and that number 
will certainly grow during the next twelve months. So, we have an immense amount to 
celebrate, there, haven’t we!

I’m telling you all this, so that you may be ready for partying and tributes, yes. But I’m 
telling you all this also, so that you may know there’s something just as wonderful beyond 
the jubilation – our coming travel together through the forty days of Lent with other 
“saints and good people” (as Student Pastor Merrimon would say). This is the first of 
three occasions in this newsletter which mention the very special Lenten study of Amy-
Jill Levine’s book, Entering the Passion of Jesus, which we will be reading and discussing, 
beginning on March 1. You might want to read ahead, and you’ll find out how to do so 
later in this edition.

Until then, enjoy this Mardi Gras season with all its February blessings.

Peace.



 Page 2 FEBRUARY 2020

WORSHIP NOTES FOR FEBRUARY
This schedule is subject to change, as need may arise. 

Sunday, February 2, 9:55 am – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany; Sacrament of Christ’s Table. Scriptures: Micah 6:1-8; 
Matthew 5:1-12. As we begin this year’s African American History month, Pastor Dave Denoon reflects on the 
natural world and on humanity’s abuses of its resources, making necessary both a renewed sense of our earth 
stewardship and a revision of our thinking about what constitutes good stewardship. Message of the Day: “The 
Poverty of the Earth.” 

Sunday, February 9, 9:55 am — Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany; Scouting Sunday; Racial Justice Sunday (UCC). 
Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-12; Matthew 5:13-16. We mark again our historic commitment to Scouting. And this 
year Scout Troop 301 is seeking to expand to include a girls’ unit along with their historic boys’ program. 
Meanwhile, Pastor Dave Denoon focuses on the importance of genuine change that can make more than 
cosmetic differences for our society and our world. Message of the Day: “Change, Plus Gimmicks and Stunts and 
Bandaids” 

Sunday, February 16, 9:55 am — Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany; Science & Technology Sunday; Presidents Day 
Weekend. Scriptures: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 17:17-37. Jesus of Nazareth was a reformer, no doubt 
about it. And yet he insisted that he was not introducing anything new with regard to the Law and the Prophets. 
The pastor expresses his incredulity about how earnestly we have received his message. Message of the Day: 
“Torah Time!” 

 After worship, the Parish Life Ministry invites you to celebrate Valentines Day
a little late in our annual Chocolate Sunday reception.

Sunday, February 23, 9:55 am — Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany; Seminary and Church Vocations Sunday 

(UCC). Director of Christian Education and Student Minister Tracey Harris brings our Message of the Day: 
“Transfigured and Transformed.” Scriptures:  2 Peter 1:16-21 and Matthew 17:1-9. The Transfiguration and what 
Peter got right will be explored.  

  A special offering will be collected to benefit the UCC seminaries of the Midwest – Chicago Theological 
Seminary, United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, and Eden Theological Seminary. 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 pm — First Day of Lent. Scriptures: Psalm 51:1-17; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. We gather 
for prayers and communion, preparing our hearts as we enter this penitent season. Ashes will be available for 
those who wish them. Pastor Dave Denoon introduces our Lenten Study, Entering the Passion of Jesus by Amy-Jill 
Levine, with a meditation entitled, “History and Risk.”

  Please note: Copies of Dr. Levine’s book are available now from the office, at a price of $10 each. Video 
presentations featuring Dr. Levine, with group discussions, will begin on Sunday, March 1 at 11:20AM in 
Memorial Hall.

ALLIANCE FOR INTERRACIAL DIGNITY
Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 – 8:30 PM — Hixson Middle School

Come hear Webster Groves School District students and faculty discuss the topics of race, 
bias, and anti-racist education at school. 

You may submit questions for students or faculty ahead of time to 
allianceforinterracialdignity@gmail.com. Please submit all questions no later than noon on 
Monday, February 10.
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MODERATOR’S CORNER FEBRUARY 2020

The first month of 2020 has been busy and exciting as we move forward with the plans for the future of our church. The 
presentation by the Strategic Planning Committee on January 12 to the congregation provided another update on what 
has been accomplished this past year. Under the chairmanship of Jenny Jones, the 15 members of the Strategic Planning 
Committee have conducted 16 meetings and many subcommittee meetings since its formation last January.

1. Jeanene Harris presented the newly approved Mission Statement and Vision Statement that will help guide us in 
our planning for future needs and programing. This statement is available in the church office or on the table in 
the Narthex, and will be available on the church website.  

2. Diane McLean reported on the progress of the “use of church” initiative. A company has been selected 
(pending approval by the Executive Ministry) to assist us in this endeavor. The Sanctuary and Church Yard are 
“untouchable,” but the other parts of the church are being scrutinized for their future role in our vision, mission 
and revenue flow.

3. The Christian Education Ministry, under the leadership of Doug Miller and Pat Doyle-Grace, presented a  
revisioned plan for 2020 which reorganizes the professional staff positions and creates full-time Sunday school 
teachers. This would be accomplished and projects expenses less than the approved 2020 budget.

4. A “Special Projects” program is being created to seek funding for those needs and desires not covered in the 
approved budget.  The details of this program are being developed and will be announced soon.

A video of this presentation will soon be available for viewing through the church website.  If you were unable to attend, 
you will be able to see the presentation online. Watch for the video, coming soon in an updated eNews.

Yes, much work has been done with much more to follow. One area of immediate concern is the approach we have 
used for our current financial situation causing us to rely heavily upon our endowment. One of the major challenges 
that resulted in the formation of the Strategic Planning Committee was our need for a revenue stream that helps meet 
current budget requirements without depleting the endowment. This is an immediate concern that we have been 
addressing. Budget cutting and pledge pleas can only accomplish so much and do not come close to resolving the 
problem. One area that has a lot of potential is that of legacy gifts. Last October following church, Mark Cereghino and 
Jennifer Jones made a wonderful presentation on legacy gifts and other advantageous ways to give to the church through 
estate planning. It is important that we encourage more members to think of their church home when planning for their 
estate or to designate the church for memorial contributions or celebratory gifts. Bob and Helen Moody recently created 
a gift annuity agreement with the United Church Funds Planned Giving Program that designates First Congregational 
Church as the beneficiary. For this, we are grateful and thankful. Bob reported how easy it was to create this gift and 
offered to discuss the process with anyone who is interested in doing the same thing. Hopefully there will be others who 
will help strengthen our endowment in this way.

I thank everyone for their diligent work on behalf of First Church and look forward to our exciting future together.

Together in Christ,

Mark Edwards
Moderator

PLEDGES FOR 2020 RECEIVED
$323,474

(Our target is $350,000. If you have not yet made your pledge, please call the church office at 314-962-0475.)
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TRACEY’S BLESSINGS
FEBRUARY, A MONTH OF BALANCE

I have often thought that February is a month that does not take itself too seriously.  I mean, 
Groundhog Day, a little furry animal forecasting more winter or not?  How can you take that 
seriously? Thinking of Valentine’s Day,with images of Cupid, will give one pause. 

But then consider that the month of February is also Black History Month. We have plenty of 
time this month to educate ourselves and learn about history that for so long was hidden. If 
you are interested, I have three boxes of Black History Flash Cards in my office. Perhaps your 
family would like to stop in my office and borrow a box? 

Here are a couple of Quotes I try to live by:

“ Just don’t give up what you’re trying to do.  Where there is love and inspiration, I don’t 
think you can go wrong.”  ~ Ella Fitzgerald.

“My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together.” ~ Desmond Tutu.  

I ask you, my friends, to keep learning and growing along this journey of faith. 

I will be teaching Adult Education on February 2 and 16 and May 3 and 17 at 11:15 in Memorial Hall.  My topic will be 
Discovering Islam. People are in need of correct information about the Islamic faith. Please, stay for Adult Education, as 
we discover history and facts about Islam that you may not know. We have much in common with this faith that comes 
from the Abrahamic tradition, just like ours.  

Save February 28 for Dinner and a Movie.  Spaghetti and Salad will be provided but you may bring finger foods and 
desserts.  The Movie is the 2019 Addams Family. This night is for all the people of the church.  You do not have to have 
children or youth at home to come and share fellowship around food and a movie!   Bring a blanket or comfy chair for 
movie watching.  Dinner will start at 6:00PM and the movie will follow. 

Tracey Harris
DCE and Student Pastor

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Hip-Hop icon Kanye West has ushered in a new age for Gospel Music, by returning to his childhood roots in Gospel 
Music. Because of his status as a hip-hop artist and popular music producer, young people are listening to his 
newly released gospel album. Songs 30 years old sound as if they were just written. It is for this reason that many 
mainline churches and even mega-church pastor Joel Osteen have given him a platform to share his hip-hop musical 
interpretation of sacred gospel music.

February is Black History Month. We will be introducing the youth to Kanye West’s hip-hop gospel as well as traditional 
gospel, negro spirituals and jazz. Their first opportunity to hear this music live will be at 6pm, February 1, 2020 in 
the Saturday Night Light, The Jazz of Preaching worship service. This service promises to be exciting and full of youth 
worshipers because we are having our “Youth Lock In” that same night, and lock in participants are expected to attend 
the 6pm SNL Worship service.

The “Lock In” will include a night of fun activities, group games, movies and lots of food and fun snacks. The activities 

will conclude with our youth preparing Super Bowl Sunday Sub sandwiches.  If you would like your youth grade 6-12 to 
participate in the Youth Lock-In, please be sure to complete the required permission slip, available in the Narthex. Drop 
off starts at 5:45pm and Pick-up between 9 and 11:15am just in case parents want to attend the Sunday worship service.
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FROM THE ORGANIST’S BENCH
It is hard to believe that I have been with you for almost a year! I am still 
learning the pacing and flow of the church. Thank you all for all your help and, 
in some cases, your forgiveness. 

The grand piano in the sanctuary is closed for repairs. The action (guts) and 
the keyboard are being rebuilt and soon we will have a piano worthy again for 
professional concert series.

For Black History Month, I am aiming at featuring at least one selection from 
music by African American composers or from the African American tradition 
at each worship service during February. Also, during Lent, I will “tone down” 
the organ’s voice for our services. At the end of the penitential season, I will 
unleash the joyous organ sounds at Easter. 

Further, I plan to have a small orchestra again for Easter and, in the spirit of the congregation participating with the 
choir in our concluding Hallelujah Chorus, I would like to invite congregants (especially string players) to join the 
professional players to perform at our Easter celebration. There will be one or two rehearsals ahead of time for you. 
Please contact me now so that I can have your music prepared and distributed well ahead of time.

On February 9, while the sanctuary piano is inoperable, we will have Ivan Numerov, a young string virtuoso, treat us 
to a program of solo (unaccompanied) Bach and Paganini. Music insiders use the viola as the butt of their jokes, but 
Ivan Numerov is a violist who dazzles audiences with his technique and brilliance. Our concert will consist of some of 
the most beautiful and difficult works ever written for violin/viola.  Admission is free to the public, and if you feel so 
moved as to donate, the money will go to support good music at First Church. If you want to hear him before the recital 
in our sanctuary, come to the 560 Building (560 Trinity Ave.) on Delmar in University City on February 2 at 3:00 for a 
performance of Paganini’s 4th Violin Concerto with the University City Symphony under the baton of yours truly. Don’t 
worry, we will be done well ahead of the Super Bowl!

Looking ahead: we will offer another concert by Opus Two, a violin and piano duo once the piano is back on March 
25th. Mark your calendars and don’t miss this stellar duo on their Midwestern tour. Also, an organ recital, by noted 
international organ recitalist Andrzej Zahorsky will help us celebrate the 25th birthday year of our wonderful pipe organ 
in April. More on these concerts as they get closer.

Leon Burke

GATEWAY ONA 9TH ANNUAL CONVOCATION
Saturday, March 7, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM — Parkway United Church of Christ, 2841 N. Ballas Rd.

Open and Affirming (ONA) is the United Church of Christ’s (UCC) designation for congregations and 
other settings of the UCC which make a public covenant of welcome into their full life and ministry to 
persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions. First Church is ONA.

Annually, Gateway ONA – an organization consisting of delegates from the ONA churches across the St. 
Louis area – hosts a convocation with vibrant worship, a featured speaker, workshops, a variety of displays from area 
ministries, and a bookshop. It all makes for a fascinating and informative day. This year’s theme is “Life Changing and 
Life Saving.” This year’s keynote will be delivered by the Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund, UCC Minister for Disabilities and Mental 
Health Justice.

If you would like to attend Gateway ONA’s 9th Annual Convocation as a representative from First Church, please 
contact the office for a registration form.
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CLIFF’S NOTES & MICA NEWS
The ninth annual production of Jazz Noel is now history. Even a winter’s snowstorm 
didn’t prevent forty or so hearty souls from attending a superlative production of the 
Christmas story told through jazz, ancient music and contemporary reader’s reflection. 
It was a wonderful performance. I’m already looking ahead to this December for our 
next production. I will be gathering a group to begin planning our Jazz Noel 2020—a 
gala 10th anniversary celebratory presentation. If you’d like to be involved in the 
planning process please let me know in person or through my new church email 
address: cliff.aerie@firstchurchwg.org. 

There is more Oîkos jazz on the horizon. Our next appearance in worship will be during Lent on March 22nd. 
Our annual Good Friday Blues evening worship service will be held on Friday, April 10 at 7:30 pm. And this 
Pentecost we will be playing at worship on the morning of May 31. Then in the afternoon we will be presenting 
a major concert performance for the community: A Pentecost Imaginarium! More details to follow.

During the past couple of years, MICA has created the Logos Readers to present creative oration in worship 
and at concerts. Would you like to be a member of Logos and read with us? Just let me know. It’s a creative and 
meaningful way to interpret God’s Word through the spoken word.

Blessings,
Cliff

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
Discover Islam – A Four Part Series

Student Pastor Tracey Harris  — Memorial Hall — 11:30-12:30
February 2, 2020  |  February 23, 2020  |  May 13, 2020  |  May 17, 1010

February 2 and 23, Tracey Harris will lead Adult Education Sessions on Islam. The first will be, “Islam: Faith 
and History.”  Additional sessions will be presented on May 3 and 17. Islam joins Christianity and Judaism as 
the three Abrahamic faith traditions. Come and find out how much we have in common. 

The United Church of Christ, along with several church denominations nationwide, partnered with Discover 
Islam to create award-winning documentaries about Islam. There are 1.75 billion people around the world who 
identify as Muslim. Yet, there is great misinformation about their beliefs, practices and values. These sessions 
will help us explore Islam and be supplemented by further resources from a class that Tracey recently took at 
Eden Theological Seminary.  

Fake News: How to Identify it... How to Respond
Ian Didriksen & Debbie Tolstoi — Memorial Hall

February 9, 2020 – 11:30 to 12:30
These days information comes and goes faster than ever. The growth of social media over the past 20 years has 
dominated the way many of us we get our news. The term “Fake News,” is becoming more and more common. 
Can we still trust what we are reading or watching?

On February 9, 2020, our own Ian Didriksen & Debbie Tolstoi will share their opinions and describe some 
tricks that they have developed to weed out fake news.  Ian is Owner of Mount Everett Cinematography and 
has expertise in most technical things. Debbie is our Office Administrator and a news & political junkie. 
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HOLADAY LIBRARY  ✔ IT OUT
February is President’s Month; a good month to read about our founding fathers.

With biographical sketches of Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, Jay, and Hamilton, author Richard B. Morris explores the nature of 
American’s revolutionary leadership, the various courses of action that led to 
commitment to the American cause. SEVEN WHO SHAPED OUR DESTINY focuses 
on two questions: What made members of the Establishment turn against their 
king and start a revolution? Having made that commitment, what difference did 
their leadership mean to the conduct and goals of the American Revolution; in 
what way did their participation invest that epochal conflict with a very special 
character? In all seven cases there os enough available documentation to see them 
on their own ground and judge them on their own terms.

While much has been written about the men who signed the Declaration of 
Independence, battled the British, and framed the Constitution. The wives, mothers, 
sisters and daughters they left behind have been little noticed by history. Author 
Cokie Roberts brings us women who fought the Revolution as valiantly as the men, 
often defending their very doorsteps. Drawing upon personal correspondence, 
private journals, and even favoured recipes, Roberts reveals in FOUNDING 
MOTHERS the often surprising stories of these fascinating women, bringing to life 
the everyday trials and extraordinary triumphs of individuals like Abigail Adams, 
Mercy Otis Warren, Deborah Read Franklin, Eliza Pinckney, Catherine Littlefield 
Green, Esther DeBerdt Reed and Martha Washington.

What made the founding fathers so great (or were they?).  And don’t forget the 
founding mothers. We have intrigue and skullduggery with spies from Nathan Hale 
to Benedict Arnold, with enlightening stops on the distaff side of espionage for 
Patience Wright, Lydia Darragh, and Ann Bates.

Author Mike Wright uncovers the gamut of the revolutionary era with a highly 
readable, breezy narrative style, and some of his speculations illustrate the 
ironies always present in grand historical movements. . . . WHAT THEY DIDN’T 

TEACH  YOU ABOUT THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION will inform, amuse and provide an interesting 
perspective on the Revolution.”
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DID YOU KNOW…
W. C. Tompkins, Moderator  January 1928 - January 1950

Mr. W. C. Tompkins was elected Moderator, by voice vote, at the Annual Dinner 
Meeting on January 10, 1928, when Moderator Healy declined to serve another 
year.  The election was described as somewhat informal as there were no printed 
ballots provided that year. Mr. Tompkins went on to be elected moderator each 
year until January of 1950.

During his tenure a new Sunday School Building, (now called the B building) 
was constructed.  It was declared a most progressive plan for religious education. 
He also oversaw the Church’s incorporation as a nonprofit under Missouri Law.  
The Brentwood Sunday School property that our Church owned was deeded to 
the new Brentwood Congregational Church, formed out of the Sunday school 
participants.  A young new minister, George Gibson, was called to be our pastor 
when Rev. Bradley resigned in 1929. In 1939 Ervine Inglis became our pastor.  The 

Church celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1941. Tompkins was Moderator through the hard days of the Great 
Depression when many cuts had to be made to the church budget.  The pastor’s salary was cut by 10% and the 
position of Church Secretary was eliminated.  Tompkins remained lay leader through WWII and beyond.

At the 1949 Annual Meeting, held January 1950, Mr. Tompkins resigned as Moderator.  He was presented a 
watch and a resolution stating grateful recognition of his long and faithful service of 22 years as Moderator.

Kay Roush, Historian

UPCOMING SAGE EVENT
 Sunday, February 23 – 3:00pm in the Inglis Room

“The Amistad”
 

Annually on the third Sunday in March, Pastor Dave speaks 
about The Amistad. Perhaps you have wanted to know more 
about this ship and its relationship to our church.

In 1839 The Amistad was a ship carrying captives intended to 
be sold into slavery. But after a mutiny by the captives, the ship 
sailed north, up the coast of the United States. After lengthy 
court battles and imprisonment, the captives were declared 
free by the U.S. Supreme Court and returned to West Africa. 

Supported by Congregational churches and clergy in Connecticut, their case represents an early and significant 
example of the United Church of Christ’s commitment to social justice. Joan Musbach has prepared pictures 
and narrative about this important subject to share with church members and friends.
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Violin Virtuoso Ivan Numerov in Concert
Sunday, February 9 at 4:00 PM

The Sanctuary at First Congregational Church

First Congregational Church of Webster Groves is pleased to 
present Ivan Numerov, Russian viola virtuoso, in performance 
as a part of our on-going concert series. Between performances 
with the University City Symphony Orchestra and the Belleville 
Philharmonic he will perform unaccompanied solo works by Bach 
and Paganini.
 
Ivan Numerov is one of a few musicians who plays arrangements 
of violin compositions on viola. He easily combines high technique 
and artistry. His repertoire is unusually wide, including the 
compositions of Tchaikovsky and Gershwin, J.S. Bach, Paganini, 
Schubert and Brahms.
 
Mr. Numerov has a viola crafted in the nineteenth century by the famous French master Jean-Baptiste 
Vuillaume. The young virtuoso is well-known to music admirers and has performed in various concert halls in 
Russia and beyond, receiving a prize from the Governor of Saint Petersburg as “the best young performer of the 
year” in 2006. 
 
Seats at the concert are free. Mr. Numerov appears courtesy of Price Rubin and Associates. For more 
information about Mr. Numerov, please visit https://tinyurl.com/u3269sw
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

BENEVOLENCE AUCTION — MARCH 7, 2020
Greetings all!

First, if you haven’t marked your calendar yet, then you need to take a minute 
now to do so! The Benevolence Auction is a little earlier this year and will be 
held on Saturday, March 7, starting at 5:30. You can purchase a table and bring 
your friends and neighbors. Jane Porchey and Cathy Buerk are the Co-Chairs 
this year. 

The Benevolence Committee is working hard to make this year’s Benevolence 
Auction even better and we need your help. Right now, we are looking for 
donations in the form of trips and condo stays, theater tickets, and other 
donations for the auction. All of us have contacts that might be willing to 
donate something if we just ask. We encourage you to think about what your donation might be and to think of people 
you might contact for a donation. A letter explaining the auction and the tax exempt letters are available in the office. 
Remember that the money is going to support 20 agencies in the St. Louis area. We have already secured some great 
baskets from some of the First Friends Team members.

Joan Musbach and Kay Roush are heading up the Auction side of the event. Forms are available in the office for your 
donations. Please get your donations in soon! If you have questions, feel free to contact Jane, Cathy, Joan or Kay.

The news reports that every year over a billion dollars worth of GIFT CARDS go unused. If you received gift cards that 
you may not use, consider donating them to the 2020 Benevolence Auction.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP STARTS AT HOME
On February 11th from 4:00-6:30 PM, Webster Groves Presbyterian Church’s Environmental Stewardship Team will be 
hosting a meeting for those interested in promoting Earth Care in their own home church. A light dinner will be served. 
Contact Lynda Morrison for more information.

Doug Barton 2/15

Charles Brader 2/5

Mary Edwards 2/6 

K Wentzien 2/6

Elyse von Weise 2/8

Kathy Hill 2/11

Erick Falconer 2/16

Allison Davis 2/20

Pat Doyle-Grace 2/20

Martin Mills 2/21

Sam Craig 2/26



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 FEBRUARY 2019
1
6:00 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light: The Jazz 
of Preaching
6:00 PM Youth 
Lock In

2  
Sacrament of Christ’s Table 
9:00 AM Brown Baggers 
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth in Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:30 AM Adult Ed: Discover 
Islam (Part 1)

3
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 
  

4
1:30 PM 
Communications 
Team

5
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 

6
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir  
 
 

7
 

8

9 
Scouting Sunday
9:00 AM Nursery Care
9:55 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:30 AM Adult Ed: How to 
Identify Fake News
1:00 PM  St. Louis Harp 
Society – Harp Circle 
4:00 PM Ivan Numerov 
Concert

10
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 
7:00 PM Three 
Ministries 

11
9:00 AM  Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 
11:00 AM  Mary 
Martha Guild 
11:30 AM Devine 
Diners 
6:30 PM Practicing 
Our Faith   

12
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing  

13
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir

14
Valentine’s 
Day

15
6:00 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light: The Jazz 
of Preaching 

16
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship:
Chocolate Sunday!
11:20 AM Meet Merrimon 
Boyd  

17
President’s Day
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
6:30 PM Executive 
Ministry
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 

18 
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Leaders 

19
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Healing 
Touch Practice

20
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir  

21
 

22

23 
Seminary Sunday
Transfiguration Sunday
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:30 Adult Ed: Sacred Votes
11:30 AM Adult Ed: Discover 
Islam (Part 2)

24
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 

25
 7:00 PM Lady 
Elect

26
Ash Wednesday
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing
7:00 PM Worship

27
8:30 AM 
Journeymen 
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir 

28
5:00 PM 
Room at the 
Inn 
6:00 PM 
Dinner & A 
Movie

29



Follow us onFollow us on
Facbook – www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/

Twitter – twitter.com/FirstChurchWG
Sound Cloud – soundcloud.com/firstchurchwg

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.

Contact Information
Moderator 
Mark Edwards
marke@wustl.edu

Pastor
Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org

Office Administrator 
Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Music & Organist
Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Christian Education
Tracey Harris
Tracey.Harris@FirstChurchWG.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministries & 
Assistant Music Director
Dr. Erick Falconer
Erick.Falconer@FirstChurchWG.org

Facilities Manager
Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org

Custodian
Darrell Lakies

Assistant Custodian
Gus McLean

Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, LCSW, HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net

Director of MICA  
Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Student Minister
Merrimon Boyd
mboyd@eden.edu

February Meal-A-MonthFebruary Meal-A-Month  
Canned Tuna, packed in Water • Tuna Helper

Canned Carrots (low or no salt)
Canned Fruit in own juices

Powdered Milk, shelf stable milk, soy milk
Diapers • Diaper Wipes

Formula with Iron

Missing Someone?Missing Someone?
Have you been missing someone for a while from 

worship and other church events? Please, let Pastor 
Dave Denoon or Parish Life Chair, know. Either will be 

happy to follow up for you.

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org


