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Tracey’s Blessings — Giving Thanks
Recently, the “Faith: Continuing the Search” group has been studying, Short
Stories by Jesus. The author of the book is Amy-Jill Levine, the Jewish professor
of New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University.
During our discussion about the “Pearl of Great Price,” I was reminded that
people are often the best treasure. When we asked ourselves, what was our
“Pearl of Great Price” or what was most highly prized, most of us mentioned
children, grandchildren or family in many forms. People are the jewels
in our lives. Family, friends, and relationships all make us feel that we are
surrounded by love. Love lifts us beyond ourselves.
1 Chronicles 16:34 says, “Give thanks to the Lord because God is good,
because God’s faithful love endures forever.” I hope you read this verse and before you eat that
delicious Thanksgiving meal, you thank God with a prayer. Please ask those gathered around your table
what they treasure and why do they need to be giving thanks? I hope people are named and loved
around each of your tables, as that is the heart of Thanksgiving!
It seems the end of the year is fast approaching, as the leaves are falling, and the seasons (and time) are
changing. Let us be thankful for all the beauty that surrounds us. I am thankful for the volunteers and
staff that shared their time and talent with the children, in our vegetable garden. I am also thankful for
the volunteers who give their time to teach and help families and children here at First Congregational
Church. May all of you have a blessed Thanksgiving!
Please take a minute and let Pastor Erick or Pastor Tracey know ASAP if you would like a part in the
Sunday School Christmas Program. The name of the program is “A Gift For Christmas.” We need as
many of our young people as would like to participate!
Please plans to attend our Advent Workshop on December 1, which will include raising funds for
Heifer Project.
Many Blessings to All and Happy Thanksgiving!
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