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FROM THE PASTOR
Audio Gifts for Advent  

The first two episodes of our new edition of The First Thing 
are almost ready for upload.

The First Thing appeared as a radio broadcast in the 
spring of 2018, on Radio 63119 – KWRH-LP. Online at 
Radio63119.org and over the air at 92.9 FM, the radio 
station is a community outreach of Webster-Rock Hill 
Ministries. Our weekly program combined “words and 
music of the First Congregational Church of Webster 
Groves,” using segments from past worship services 
that were edited together. Unfortunately, I was the sole 
individual working on the project at the time, and it 
consumed too much of my time to be viable in the long run.

We cancelled that version of The First Thing after its first season, and for a year it has lain 
dormant.

But over the past year, there has been much discussion among the staff and the 
Communications Team about putting together programs (and by this, I don’t mean just 
broadcasts) for Bible study and devotional practices and faith formation. We’ve talked about 
all kinds of venues for these – coffee shops, libraries, even just rooms at the church – but 
haven’t been able to find common times that might optimize attendance.

Then an idea arose for The First Thing, Season 2. This could combine almost everything we 
were wanting – Bible study, discussion about events at the church, re-imaginings of what 
faith means for modern people, and devotional moments – and all with the accessibility and 
convenience of a podcast.  The only thing it lacks is face-to-face gatherings of people to talk 
about it. And we’re working on that (Expect an announcement in the new year.).

As you prepare for Christmas, you might want to give The First Thing a listen yourself. The 
first episode of the new season will have been uploaded on Wednesday, November 27, and 
features Youth Minister Dr. Erick Falconer and me talking about the readings assigned for 
Sunday, December 1, the first Sunday of Advent. Episode 2 is scheduled for upload, the 
following Wednesday, and includes interviews between myself, Music Director and Organist 
Leon Burke, and Director of Christian Education Tracey Harris, as we anticipate the Hanging 
of the Greens, December 8.

For now, to listen to The First Thing, Season 2, go to our SoundCloud page –  
SoundCloud.com/FirstChurchWG. Soon, The First Thing should be available on all podcasting 
services. If you like it, please recommend our new podcast to your friends and neighbors, so 
that they can get an idea of what you’re up to on Sunday mornings!

Joy for Christmas. And peace for the New Year.
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WORSHIP NOTES FOR DECEMBERWORSHIP NOTES FOR DECEMBER
This schedule is subject to change, as need may arise.

Sunday, december 1, 9:55 am — First Sunday of Advent – HOPE; Sacrament of Christ’s Table. 
As the Jesse Tree is reintroduced with our Advent Wreath, we begin our yearly 
preparation for the arrival of the Christ Child. Message of the Day: “Are You Ready?” 
Scriptures: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Luke 24:36-44

Sunday, december 8, 9:55 am — Second Sunday of Advent – PEACE; Hanging of the Greens. 
This annual tradition at First Church includes our decoration of the sanctuary for 
Christmas. Everyone who comes gets to participate as we hear bells and carols again, 
and add wreaths, candles, a crèche, poinsettias, and the Christmas tree in a festive 
ritual of music and readings.

Sunday, december 15, 9:55 am — Third Sunday of Advent — JOY; Young People’s Christmas 
Program: “A Gift for Christmas.” Our Sunday School students bring the news of Jesus’  

 birth in a very special Message of the Day.

This afternoon at 3pm, please plan to attend “Jazz Noel – a Christmas JourNey.”

Sunday, december 22, 9:55 am — Fourth Sunday of Advent – LOVE; Blue Christmas: A Service of Healing for the Holidays. 
Each year on either the first or last Sunday of Advent, we conduct a service that includes anointing and prayers 
for healing and wholeness. Holidays can be difficult for many of us who are alone or who miss loved ones or who 
simply are finding that this special time is not living up to expectations. This Blue Christmas service is designed 
to ease some of the challenges of the holiday season, to pray for others as well as for ourselves, and to affirm our 
togetherness.

TueSday, december 24, 4:30 pm — Family Christmas Eve. This brief worship service features many of the readings you’ll 
have heard in the morning but with a Live Nativity tableau, including our newest addition as the Baby Jesus! 
“Gifts for the Manger” will be collected during the service – infant and family needs to be presented to local 
charities, along with cash offerings. Singing of “Silent Night” ends the service, with battery-powered candles for 
the children to hold.

9:00 pm — A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. This very special nighttime service 
incorporates readings with voices and instruments performing music that may be familiar or new, to celebrate 
the birth of the Messiah and the mystery of the Incarnation. This service will be followed with our Christmas 
Wassail Bowl reception.

There are no services conducted at First Church on Christmas Day.

Sunday, december 29, 9:55 am — Sunday after Christmas; Fourth Day of Kwanza’a – Ujama’a (Cooperative Economics); 
Holiday Hymn Sing. With the Pastor away, our seminarians and other professional staff will lead this very 
special, all-ages worship service which includes a recognition of the communitarian values of the season of 
Kwanza’a and a Christmas/New Year Holiday Hymn Sing. (Please note: If you plan to attend on this Sunday, 
please be watching on December 1, 8, and 15 for a Narthex Table ballot of hymns from which to choose your 
favorites. Vote early and often; the most popular selections will be sung as our Message of the Day.)

PLEDGES FOR 2020 RECEIVED SO FAR
$294,739.00

(If you have not yet made your pledge, please call the church office at 314-962-0475.)
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TRACEY’S BLESSINGS — FOLLOW THE STAR
Join in the holiday fun at our Advent workshop! The workshop takes place on Sunday, 
December 1, during coffee hour. The theme this year is Stars. The Christmas Star has a 
prominent place in the Christmas Story. We follow the star to Bethlehem, we sing songs 
with and about stars, and we may even eat a decorated star cookie in our homes and 
churches. Furthermore, the star doesn’t disappear after Christmas Eve, but continues to 
burn brightly guiding us into a new year as the wise ones follow the star on a journey to 
find Jesus.  

We will also begin collecting for Heifer Project on December 1. Gift Cards are available if 
you want to give in honor of someone. 

Read the December Covenant Kids where you will find  a daily calendar for families that 
will help you have a faith filled Advent.

The children’s Sunday School Christmas program takes place December 15 during 
worship.  The title of this year’s production is “A Gift for Christmas.”  Pastor Tracey, Pastor Erick, and Terri Thompson 
are working hard to get the children and youth ready. 

The Christmas Eve Family Service takes place at 4:30 PM on December 24 with a live retelling of the Christmas Story.

The following is my Christmas Gift to all of you from the poetry of Ann Weems. 

What I’d really like to give you for Christmas is a star…

Brilliance in a package,
 something you could keep in the pocket of your jeans
 or in the pocket of your being.
Something to take out in times of darkness,
 something that would never snuff out or tarnish,
 something you could hold in your hand,
 something for wonderment,
 something for pondering,
 something that would remind you of
 what Christmas has always meant:
 God’s Advent Light into the darkness of this world.
But stars are only God’s for giving,
 and I must be content to give you words and wishes
 and packages without stars.
But I can wish you life
 as radiant as the Star
 that announces the Christ Child’s coming,
 and as filled with awe as the shepherds who stood beneath its light.
And I can pass on to you the love
 that has been given to me,
 ignited countless times by others
 who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light.
Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star.

Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem, The Westminster Press, 1980.

A Blessed Christmas is my wish for all of you!  
Peace, Tracey Harris, DCE and Student Pastor
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 FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Greetings, First Church! The holidays are upon us!

Our ensembles are preparing for the Hanging of the Greens. I am looking 
forward to sharing this tradition with you for the first time! This is a 
busy time for us all and thank you for sharing me with others! What do I 
mean by that?

On December 15, I will be at the Presbyterian Church of Washington 
(MO) singing in their worship service which will consist of a production 
of Amahl and the Night Visitors by Gian Carlo Menotti. I will be singing 
the role of Balthazar, one of the Three Wise Men. The opera lasts under 
an hour as it was the first opera written to be performed on television.

On December 22, I will be in Harvard, Massachusetts, singing for their 
community’s annual Messiah. I will assist with the chorus, singing with them, but my main function is to sing as their 
Bass soloist. I get to sing my favorites: The People that Walked in Darkness and Behold, I Tell You a Mystery… The Trumpet 
Shall Sound as well as the other Bass solos. 

I have been singing in this annual event for more than 10 years at the behest of their conductor, one of my organ 
mentors, Ted Johnson. He is a remarkable man who has been organist to some of the most important churches in 
California (including the Crystal Cathedral) but his career path led him to the practice of law, and he is currently on 
the faculty of Brandeis University. He is the organist and choir director at a local church and is still an active pilot as a 
commander with the Civil Air Patrol. An African American pioneer in so many facets of life, he remains an inspiration 
to me.

This season will be Ted’s last Messiah as their leader and at the end of the concert, after my last aria, he will literally 
pass the baton to me as I lead the concluding Hallelujah Chorus followed by the closing chorus: Amen. This will be an 
emotional reading of the Messiah for everyone in the room. I will be back home with you for the holidays. There’s no 
place like home for the holidays!

During my absence, my good friend (and fabulous organist) John Powell Walsh will assume all of my duties here at First 
Church. I know I will be leaving you in good hands.

May the Peace of the Holidays be with you!

Leon

MEET MERRIMON BOYD, STUDENT MINISTER
Reverend Merrimon Ramout Boyd is a native of St. Louis Missouri. Merrimon began 
preaching in 1989 and has developed an extreme desire to complete what GOD begun in 
him. Currently a student of theology and preaching, Merrimon is a candidate for a Master 
of Divinity degree, serving from Eden Theological Seminary. Pastor Boyd loves God and 
is uniquely passionate about reaching people for common good. He is a married to Mrs. 
Edwina Lynn Matthews-Boyd. Pastor Merrimonis proud to be a father and a man of prayer 
and patience, devoted to serving the good of humanity.



MODERATOR’S CORNER
As we enter the Advent Season and the joy associated with the celebration of Jesus’s birth, we first 
pause for Thanksgiving and express our thanks for the many blessings we have enjoyed.  This past year 
has brought us many challenges as well as a healthy and determined response to meet these challenges.  
There is no doubt that our congregation is in a “better place” by acknowledging these challenges and 
actively responding to them. 

We now begin our preparation for the celebration of Christmas. As in the past, our church will 
be actively engaged in the magic of the season. There will be opportunities for all ages to become 
involved. Check the church calendar at www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73854700 and join in the 
many activities that are offered to our church family. These offerings are described in greater detail 
throughout this issue of the Covenant News.

Although we pause for our season of celebration, the various working groups of the church will 
continue to work to strengthen who we are and who we are becoming. With your appreciated input, 
the Strategic Planning Committee has finished up our Vision and Mission Statements. These will serve 
as our blueprint going forward in all that we do. The statements will be shared with you soon. The 
committee has also been hard at work on addressing the budget needs and the facility requirements 
of our church as we enact our Vision and Mission Statements. Progress is being made and exciting 
options will be explored as we move forward.

I wish everyone a wonderful Holiday Season. I hope you experience the true blessings of Christmas 
and embrace the exciting opportunities of the coming New Year.

Together in Christ,
Mark Edwards, Moderator
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David Brader 12/10
Dennis Barnes 12/11

Marcy Livingston 12/12
Earl Rinne 12/12

Daniel Claggett 12/14
Jessica Oliphant 12/14
Amanda McCoy 12/16

Bill Welnick  12/19

Nicolle Taniuchi 12/21
Janet Fales 12/24

Terri Thompson 12/26
Nannelle Griffith 12/27
Gabriel Mitchell 12/27

Henry Breitenbach 12/28
Ali Taniuchi 12/28

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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TREASURER’S REPORT
 

Below are the church operating results as of or through October 31st

Items to note:

•  Pledges and Gifts income, as well as Use of Space income is higher this year resulting in better bottom line results

•  The church continues to transfer an amount less than budgeted from the Endowment and will continue to do so as long  
    as able/other revenue covers expenses

• An increase in health insurance costs shows in the human resources expense line of the statement of activities

If you have any questions or want further detail, please let me know. 
Jennifer Jones, Treasurer

2019 2018
Year to Date 

Budget
Change to 
Prior Year

Change to 
Budget 

Income
     Pledges and Gifts  $       298,236  $       277,171  $       294,167  $         21,065  $             4,069 
     Transfer from Endowment           100,000              75,000           140,833              25,000            (40,833)
     Benevolence              22,953              21,452              12,500                1,501               10,453 
     Use of Space and Miscellaneous Income              60,672              51,077           102,133                9,595            (41,461)
     Interest Income              16,278              12,368              10,833                3,910                 5,445 
 Total Revenue           498,139           437,068           560,467              61,071            (62,328)
Expenses
     Human Resources Expense  $       332,398  $       334,075  $       331,595                1,677                  (803)
     Facilities and Finance Expense  $       137,394  $       143,241  $       129,459                5,847               (7,935)
     Benevolence Expense  $         34,514  $         29,709  $         27,083              (4,805)               (7,431)
     Christian Education Ministry Expense  $            2,068  $            3,164  $            4,167                1,096                 2,099 
     Parish Life Ministry Expense  $            7,487  $            8,999  $            8,334                1,512                     847 
     Executive Ministry Expense  $            3,306  $            3,873  $            6,075                    567                 2,769 
 Total Expenses           517,167           523,061           506,713                5,894            (10,454)
Net Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets  $       (19,028)  $       (85,993)  $         53,754  $       (55,177)  $        (72,782)

2019 2018 Variance

Cash and cash equivalents  $       153,984  $       135,538  $         18,446 
Property and equipment              31,716              33,306              (1,590)
Minister housing long term receivable           239,236           244,352              (5,116)

Total Assets  $       424,936  $       413,196  $         11,740 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $         12,745  $         18,199  $         (5,454)
Long term liabilities, Minister Housing           241,026           245,370              (4,344)
Designated funds for:

Community Infrastructure *              31,861              26,521                5,340 
Environment              29,406              23,910                5,496 
Music, Arts and Worship              28,146              22,251                5,895 
Youth and Education              31,510              24,484                7,026 

Restricted funds for:
Churchyard              34,093              30,846                3,247 
Building Maintenance              68,596              68,072                    524 

Unrestricted Net Assets           (52,446)           (46,458)              (5,988)

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $       424,936  $       413,196  $         11,740 

* Community infrastructure is defined as facilities, programs, and social networks that aims to improve people's quality of life . 

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Financial Activities

Higher/(Lower) Income

(Higher)/Lower Expense
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

ADVENT WORKSHOP – DECEMBER 1
Prepare for Advent with the activities offered in Memorial Hall during coffee 

hour. There will be crafts, both for youngsters and the young at heart! 

YANKEE SWAP PARTY– DECEMBER 1 
Come and experience Yankee Swap. We will meet at the church at 1:30 pm and 

carpool to Mike and Darryl White-Lenard’s delightful home in High Ridge.

The party will start at 2:00, with a potluck meal, and then we will do our crazy gift 
exchange. We should finish before dark.

Here is the drill:
•  Bring a handmade/homemade gift (unwrapped) - one per person
•  Salads and Appetizers needed!
•  Sign up in the office for what you will bring to eat
•  Sign up for carpooling (with your phone number)
•  Pick up a map in the office.
•  Call Garie Perry if you have questions. 314-698-2614

SWEET AND SAVORY POTLUCK – DECEMBER 8
Parish Life will be hosting a Sweet and Savory Potluck following Hanging of the Greens on 

December 9th. Please bring your items plated and ready to serve.  
Looking forward to seeing you all then!.

CHRISTMAS COOKIES AND COFFEE RECEPTION
DECEMBER 22 | 11:00 AM IN MEMORIAL HALL

Ladies and gentlemen - bake your favorite Christmas cookies to share on Sunday, 
December 22, after church.  Drop your cookies off in the church kitchen before 

worship that day. Lady Elect Guild and others will plate them so we can enjoy yummy 
treats after the service.

WASSAIL BOWL RECEPTION – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2018 
FOLLOWING THE 9:00 PM SERVICE IN MEMORIAL HALL 

A time for refreshment after worship. Stay and become better acquainted with us!
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9th Annual 

A Christmas Journey
Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 PM

First Congregational Church
of Webster Groves

Plus the Oral Artistry of the Logos Readers

A free-will offering will be received for a local charity

RECEPTION  ORGANIZERS  SOUGHT!

We would like to host a reception, 
 following this year’s Jazz Noel.

Interested in helping MICA with this?

Please, contact the church office ASAP!



DID YOU KNOW?
A letter sent to church members in January of 1986 stated, “There has existed the hope 
that we might provide a sacred burial site adjacent to the Church, in the tradition of New 
England and Western European churches. Such a Churchyard would commemorate the 
lives of families of this congregation and have great spiritual meaning for many members.”   

A committee, chaired by Mary Parker, was appointed to study the possibility of developing 
such a place for the burial of ashes.  By June 1986 our beautiful churchyard on the west side 
of the church was dedicated. The churchyard is used for the interment of ashes of church 
members, their spouses, parents and children.  The names and dates of birth and death of 
each person whose ashes are interred there are inscribed on stone columns in the fence 
enclosing the yard.  “Lord, thou has been our dwelling place in all generations.”        

This is a quiet place where one can stop at anytime to enjoy the plantings, to meditate or 
say a prayer. One can sit on either of the two lovely benches placed there, one in loving 
memory of the Richardson and Gilbert families, the other in memory of Marjorie, Darrell 
and Dane Richardson.  Chiseled into a stone in a ring of stones around the fountain is a 
tribute to Dennis Fox who was our Chief Maintenance Engineer from the late 1980s to 
1997. Denny died suddenly on the July 4th 1997 while working at church.  It was decided 
to honor him and other non-church members by engraving their names on a stone by the 
churchyard fountain. So far Dennis’ name is the only one.
  
A side note: The shovel used to bury the ashes is the same one that has been used at all 
the groundbreakings of the church since 1929 when the first Sunday school building was 
constructed.

Kay Roush, Historian

HOLADAY LIBRARY  ✔ IT OUT
It’s that magical time of year again. The weather outside grows colder, bright lights start twinkling in the trees, and 
the little people in our lives grow ever more impatient for the coming of Santa Claus. What better way to celebrate the 
holiday season than by cuddling up with our children or grandchildren and reading a wonderful Christmas book? We 
have many such books in our Holaday Library.  All through December they may be found displayed in the Library or on 
the book cart in Memorial Hall on Sunday mornings.  A few of these books are shown below. Check some out!
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For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a way to ensure that a 
light of love and hope will always shine for faithful servants of our church who find themselves facing unforeseen financial need.

In 2018, UCC congregations and members contributed a total of $2,539,471 to the 2018 Offering, enabling us to provide Pension 
Supplementation, Health Premium Supplementation, special grants for emergencies, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to 
over 1,000 individuals and families in need. 

2018: How the Funds Were Used
One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy 
and lay church employees-the funds do not support programs or institutions, but people. With your continued generosity, more 
individuals will receive the support of the Church in their time of need.

MONTHLY PENSION SUPPLEMENTATION
for 379 lower-income retirees
Our retired clergy, lay employees, and their surviving spouses rely on this income supplementation for basic needs such as food, 
utilities, and living and medical expenses. Funds to meet this need come from three sources: the Christmas Fund Offering, 
Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), and the Ministerial Assistance Fund. The amount of pension supplementation totaled 
$1,435,050 in 2018.

HEALTH PREMIUM SUPPLEMENTATION
for 174 lower-income retirees
These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan so that retired individuals can afford and receive quality 
health care. In 2018, assistance totaled $429,903.

CHRISTMAS “THANKYOU” GIFT CHECKS
given to 401 retirees
This special gift at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have not been forgotten and that the Church 
continues to be grateful for their service. Gifts totaled $214,100.

EMERGENCY GRANTS
for 49 active/retired UCC clergy and lay employees in urgent need
Sometimes those who serve the Church need our help. Emergency funds are available to assist in covering costs that arise unex-
pectedly-for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural disasters. Emergency assistance in 2018 
totaled $60,526.

Envelopes to collect this UCC special offering will be included in the December 15 and 22 bulletins.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

DECEMBER 2019
1  
Advent-Sacrament of Christ’s 
Table 
9:00 AM Brown Baggers 
9:55 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth in Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Advent Workshop &  
Fellowship 
2:00 PM Yankee Swap at Mike 
and Darryl White-Lenard’s 
House 

2
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Boys 

3
9:30 AM Willing 
Workers 
2:00 PM 
Communications 
Team 
6:30 PM Pastoral 
Relations 
Committee  

4
9:00 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 

5
8:30 AM Journeymen 
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

6 7

8 
9:55 AM Worship: Hanging of 
the Greens 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship

9
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Boys 
7:00 PM Three 
Ministries 

10
9:00 AM Strategic 
Planning 
Committee  
11:00 AM  Mary 
Martha Guild 
11:30 AM Devine 
Diners  
6:30 PM Practicing 
Our Faith 

11
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 

12
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir r

13 14
 9:00 AM 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 
Rehearsal 

15
9:55 AM Worship: Children’s 
Christmas Presentation 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship 
3:00 PM Jazz Noel 

16
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Executive 
Ministry 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Boys 

17
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Leaders 
7:00 PM Lady Elect 
– Cookie Exchange 
 

18
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing
7:00 PM Healing 
Touch Practice

19
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the Search
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls  

20
 

21

22  
First Day of Winter
Christmas Cookie Sunday
Christmas Fund Special 
Offering 
9:55 AM Worship: Blue 
Christmas 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee 
Fellowship:  

23 
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing

24
4:30 PM Christmas 
Eve Family 
Worship 
9:00 PM Christmas 
Eve Candlelight 
Worship 
10:00 PM Wassail 
Bowl Reception 

25
Christmas Day
Office Closed
  

26
Office Closed

27
5:00 PM 
Room at the 
Inn

28

29  
9:55 AM Worship: Hymn Sing 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship

30
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing

31
New Year’s Eve 
Office Closed at 
Noon



December Meal-A-Month  
Canned Ham
Brown Rice

Instant Mashed Potatoes                      
Canned Green Vegetable 

(Low or No Salt) 
Canned Fruit in Own Juices 

Powdered Milk, Shelf Stable Milk, Soy 
Milk

Baby Fruits, Baby Vegetables
Baby Cereal

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.

Contact Information
Moderator 
Mark Edwards
marke@wustl.edu

Pastor
Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org

Office Administrator 
Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Music & Organist
Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Christian Education
Tracey Harris
Tracey.Harris@FirstChurchWG.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministries & 
Assistant Music Director
Dr. Erick Falconer
Erick.Falconer@FirstChurchWG.org

Facilities Manager
Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org

Custodian
Darrell Lakies

Assistant Custodian
Gus McLean

Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, LCSW, 
HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net

Director of MICA  
Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Student Minister
Merrimon Boyd
mboyd@eden.edu

Missing Someone?
Have you been missing someone for a while from worship 

and other church events? 
Please, let Pastor Dave Denoon or  

Joan Musbach, Parish Life Chair know.  
Either will be happy to follow up for you.

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314.962.0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org
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